Crozet Today

Today - Rain, mainly before noon, then a chance of showers
after noon. High near 66. Chance of precipitation is 80%. New
precipitation amounts of less than a tenth of an inch possible.
Tonight - Partly cloudy, with a low around 47.
Week’s forecast appears on Page 9
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Last weekend’s Crozet Arts & Crafts Festival suffered a rainy two days which for the most part did not deter
many from visiting the annual show and sale. The muddy knolls of grass turned to mud attest to the fact.

Albemarle Supervisors to
meet Wednesday
The next regular meeting of the Albemarle County
Board of Supervisors will be held on Wednesday, May 15, at
1 p.m., in Lane Auditorium of the County Office Building.
The following items are on the agenda:
Action Item:
 FY 20 Resolution of Appropriations
Work Session:
 Review draft policies for economic development tools
and prepare for joint Board/EDA meeting

Discussion Item:
 Solid Waste Alternative Advisory Committee semiannual report
 Proposed 2020 legislative priorities
Public Hearings:
 Approval of The Peabody School/Louisa COunty IDA
Bond Proposal
 SP201800021 Charlottesville Waldorf School
 ZMA201600022 Moss
 ZTA2019-02 Agricultural Operations and Events
update (Phase I).
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Get your hands wet this
Early detection to
summer
forestall glaucoma’s
ravages sought
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By Fariss Samarrai, farisss@virginia.edu

The Lewis & Clark Exploratory Center is running halfday
camps
this
summer!
Email
them
at lewisandclark@lewisandclarkvirginia.org to register and
for more information. The information below lists fees and
descriptions.
NATURE AND ART
For Ages 6-8/ Class Size: Ten Campers
JUNE 17-21, Monday through Friday 8:30 to 12:30
(Almost full!) ADVENTURE JOURNALING! Watercolor,
Drawing, Photography, and Video
For Ages 8-10/ Class Size: Ten Campers
June 24-28, Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM
Second Session
ADVENTURE JOURNALING! Watercolor, Drawing,
Photography, and Video
For Ages 8-10/ Class Size: Ten Campers
July 22-26, Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Neuroscientist Xiaorong Liu is gaining new
understanding of the earliest stages of glaucoma.
(Photo
by
Dan
Addison,
University
Communications)

Glaucoma is the leading cause of blindness in the U.S.
and worldwide. More than 3 million Americans suffer from
the eye disease. If caught and treated early, its progression
can be significantly slowed, but the disease often goes
undiagnosed until after noticeable vision loss has occurred –
and that damage to vision is irreversible.
Glaucoma is often caused when abnormally high
pressure inside the eye puts damaging pressure on the optic
nerve. The optic nerve, which connects the eye with the
brain, is made up of neuron cells, specifically retinal ganglion
cells. Pressure causes retinal ganglion cells to die, never to be
recovered. Vision loss sometimes begins around the
periphery of the visual field and gradually moves toward the
center, the line of sight. The disease may be inherited, but
also may occur for reasons not yet understood.
Xiaorong Liu, a University of Virginia neuroscientist
with appointments in the biology and psychology
departments, is seeking to understand the processes that lead
to retinal cell death.
“If we can understand exactly how and when cells die in
the diseased condition, we can seek very early interventions
that could stop cell loss early,” Liu said.
Liu is studying retinal cell development under normal
conditions and also under diseased conditions. She is seeking
the subtlest changes that indicate the beginnings of cell death.
Ideally, intervention would occur at this earliest stage, the
point where healthy cells start converting over to a diseased
state.
“Retinal cells don’t die at the same rate,” she said. “We
want to detect small changes before deaths, and the early
deaths of cells that proceed greater cell death that eventually
results in blindness. Perhaps then we could seek ways to
provide protection to cells before they die.”
Glaucoma is treated most commonly with different types of
eyedrops that reduce pressure in the eye. This does not
reverse damage that has already occurred, but it can slow the
death of retinal cells as the optic nerve is relieved of
excessive pressure.
The disease, in some forms, also can be mitigated with
eye surgery and systemic medications. But none of these
methods are cures; they simply control the disease by slowing
the loss of cells, and thereby slowing the gradual loss of
vision.
Liu has developed laboratory methods and technologies
that allow her to tease out the details as cells enter a diseased
state when pressure builds in the eye. She is testing a
hypothesis, that molecular changes occur to axons – a part of
ganglion cells that form the optic nerve, responsible for
transmitting visual signals from the retina to the brain – prior
to the deaths of these cells.
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“We are tracking these changes as they happen, in vivo,
in mice, so we can identify a biomarker for cell
degeneration,” Liu said. “If we can establish a bellwether for
early detection, a point where morphological changes are
occurring prior to cell death, then we can test for it, and it
may have clinical applicability. If we can know in advance,
very early when disease is beginning to develop, we can
intervene and stop the cells from dying. The long-term goal is
to save people’s vision.”
Liu, a 2002 Ph.D. graduate of UVA, came back to the
University in the fall of 2017 from a faculty position at
Northwestern University. A member of the UVA Brain
Institute, her research is supported by several grants from the
National Institutes of Health/National Eye Institute.

Dual Primary Election set
A dual Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, June
11, 2019. All county voting precincts will be open for this
election.
The Republican party primary election will be to
nominate the Republican candidate for Virginia State Senate,
th
17 District and will be confined to voters in that Senate
District, which includes voting precincts in northeastern
Albemarle County.
The Democratic Party primary election will be to
nominate the Democratic candidates for Virginia state Senate
th
th
17 District, Virginia state House of Delegates 57 District,
Albemarle County Sheriff, and Albemarle County Board of
Supervisors-Rivanna Magisterial District.
th
Albemarle County voters who are registered in the 17
State Senate District cannot vote both party ballots. Voters
will have to advise the election officers in their voting
precinct as to whether they wish to vote the Democratic ballot
or the Republican ballot. (See Va. Code § 24.2-530.)
To view the Albemarle County ballots for the June 11
primary election, go to the Voter Registration homepage and
click “Current Ballot.” To view the ballot style for your
precinct and district, click on “Polling Places”, and then
select your precinct.
Voters may check their current voting locations by
calling the Albemarle County Voter Registration Department
at 434-972-4173, or visiting the Virginia Department of
Elections website: vote.virginia.gov.
The Deadline to register to vote for the June 11 primary
election is Monday, May 20, 2019. Voters are strongly
encouraged to inquire before the registration deadline if they
wish to check their voter registration status.
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Crozet Independence Day
celebration set for
Saturday, June 29
Mark your calendars. the 2019 Crozet Independence
Day Fireman's Parade, Celebration, and Fireworks is
scheduled for Saturday, June 29, at Claudius Crozet Park.
Volunteers are needed to help with planning and
execution of this wonderful community event - email at
CrozetCommunity@gmail.com to help!

Our Snapshots
A picture can be worth a thousand
words

\
The Crozet Car Show Committee met last
week to discuss final details for the
fundraising event to support Crozet Park on
June 8. Steve Sellers (l) chaired the meeting
with (l to r) Lyle Camblos, Bob Garland,
George Davies and Sam Harris. Member Jim
Crosby took the picture.
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Despite the rainy weekend, the attendance
was good for the Crozet Arts & Crafts Festival
last week refilling the park’s funding and
leaving scars that will soon heal.
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p.m. at the Albemarle County Office Building located
at 1600 5th Street, Charlottesville, VA 22902. Learn
from federal, state, and local experts how to prepare
for, handle, and recover from flooding.
The workshop includes a one-hour educational
session and a mini resource fair.
The Charlottesville-UVA-Albemarle Office of
Emergency Management, Thomas Jefferson Health
Department, Medical Reserve Corps, Virginia
Department of Emergency Management, and others
will be in attendance.
Remember: if you encounter flooding, turn
around, don’t drown.
You can signup for our regional emergency
alert
notification,
CodeRED
at
www.communityemergency.org.

Your Email
Submitted to: editor@crozettoday.com
Submissions are certainly welcome

Finding the exit lane from Crozet Park was
not difficult as the mud trail clearly marked
the path.

Flood Workshop
offered
The public is invited to attend a Flood
Workshop on Thursday, May 16, from 6 p.m. to 8

Email: Jim, many thanks for today's very interesting
issue. I have forwarded it to several Crozet coffee
group friends. In part, here's what I told them: “Two
fascinating articles you may be interested in reading.
One pertains to George Welsh and the other to UVA's
use of solar energy. Last month, I attended a real
estate class in Middlesex County and passed the
Puller Solar Facility on the way toward Deltaville. I
did not know about it and UVA's ownership, but, as I
passed it, I was in awe at its size and scope. Now,
thanks to Jim Crosby's Crozetttoday, I now know who
owns this gigantic facility. To me, I think it is a great
use of available land in a rural county area that can
also capitalize on this green technology. Best regards,
Bill Spicuzza
EMAIL: Jim, I’m a UVA grad and I love the front
page photo on today’s edition of Crozet Today of the
buildings and grounds. I would love to acquire a copy
if it’s available for purchase. Could you please put
me in touch with the photographer if that’s the route I
need to take? Many thanks.
Curtis Tomlin
EMAIL: Good morning Jim. Last Saturday, Crozet
UMC, in partnership with Rise Against Hunger
prepared and packaged over 29,000 meals for those in
need. I have attached some copy and two images. Use
as you see fit.
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Deceased Neighbors
Submissions are free and welcome

Alan Gault Dillard Jr.
Alan Gault Dillard Jr., 80, passed away peacefully on
Thursday, May 9, 2019, with family by his side in
Charlottesville, Virginia. Alan is survived by his wife Daphne
"Penny" Dillard; children, Sharon Mast and husband, Rick,
Sandy van der Vaart and husband, Don, and Alan Gault
Dillard III "Trey" and wife, Angela; brother, Mitch Dillard;
as well as eleven grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
Alan was preceded in death by his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Alan Gault Dillard and daughter, Sue Beckner. Alan
was born on March 29, 1939, in Richmond, Virginia, to Mr.
and Mrs. Alan Gault Dillard.
He attended Fluvanna High School and then enlisted in
the United States Air Force where he served for seven years
as an aircraft mechanic. He married his high school
sweetheart, Penny, and moved to San Antonio, Texas. The
couple welcomed daughters, Sharon, Sandy and Sue into their
family and then returned to Virginia in 1964 where Alan
worked as a Charlottesville City police officer.
In 1970, Alan and Penny welcomed son, Trey, into their
family. While working as a police officer, Alan developed a
business paving driveways which eventually led to the
founding of A.G. Dillard Jr. Paving, Inc. in 1966. Over the
next two decades, the business grew under Alan's leadership
to include grading, utilities and concrete services and
ultimately led to him changing the company's name to A.G.
Dillard Inc. to better reflect its expansion. The reputation that
he built for quality, timely completion and value are the
foundations that the success and continued growth of A.G.
Dillard Inc. were built on.
Along with his career and work ethic, he had a passion
for auto racing that started all the way back in Texas. He built
and raced his own cars with much success in Texas and
continued upon his return to Virginia. He gave up driving in
the mid-1970s and took a break from motorsports before
returning in the mid-1980s as a NASCAR team owner. He
enjoyed success at the highest levels of stock car racing
before retiring fully from the sport in the mid-1990s. He also
enjoyed boating, working around his farm and watching
University of Virginia sports.
The family will receive visitors at Covenant Church,
1025 Rio Road E. on Wednesday, May 15, 2019, from 6 to 8
p.m. A funeral is scheduled for Thursday, May 16, 2019, at
Covenant Church at 1 p.m., with a graveside service to follow
at Monticello Memory Gardens. Pete Hartwig will officiate
the ceremony. All are welcome to attend and celebrate Alan's
life.
In lieu of flowers, please send donations to Hospice of
the Piedmont, 675 Peter Jefferson Pkwy., Suite 300,
Charlottesville, VA 22911, www.hopva.org; or City Church,
1010 Rio Road E, Charlottesville, VA 22901. The family
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would like to thank Melanie Jones and Thelma Wingfield for
their care and dedication.
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Events Calendar
A listing of events of interest
List your event here by sending an email to:
editor@crozettoday.com

We’re Hiring an Accompanist at Crozet
UMC
Crozet applications for the position of
Accompanist. You’ll play organ, piano or
keyboard as needed for Sunday worship
services and other special services. The
position is part time (approximately 6-8 hours)
and will require attendance at weekly
rehearsals. The Accompanist will also be
given first right of refusal to play at weddings
and funerals at Crozet UMC.
Interested? A complete job description with
associated requirements is available at
http://tinyurl.com/y23rzsx3.
Interested
applicants should send a cover letter, resume
and contact information for three references to
jobs@crozetunitedmethodist.org. Inquiries
may also be directed to Ellie Mosby at 571228-6765. The position will begin no later
than 15 June 2019.

May 16 – 8:30 a.m. – RSWA Bulky Waste amnesty days for
tires..
May 27 – Memorial Day observed.
June 8 – 9 a.m. – Crozet Car Show in Crozet Park. Visitors
free, car entrants pay a modest fee. All proceeds to benefit
the community park.

It’s a fact, Jack
The 2019 Albemarle County Real Estate
Tax Bills have arrived reflecting for many
an increase in the assessed value of their
property as well as an increase in the tax
rate – a double whammy!
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www.taborpc.org
www.facebook.com/TaborPresbyterianChurch
10:30 a.m. – Sunday Worship

A Crozet Church
This column features Crozet area churches. If you would like to
have your church featured in this column, submit your information
to: editor@crozettoday.com

Crozet Baptist Church
Rev. David Collyer, Pastor
5804 St. George Avenue
434-823-5171
info@crozetchurch.org
9:15 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Children, Youth and Adult Fellowships
10:30 Worship Service
+++

Crozet United Methodist Church
Rev. Sarah Westella, Senior Pastor
1156 Crozet Avenue Crozet Virginia
434.823.4420
http://www.crozetunitedmethodist.org
9 a.m. Rise and Shine Children’s Worship
9:30 a.m. Contemporary worship - 11 a.m. Traditional worship
+++

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
Rev. Neal Goldsborough, Interim Rector
7599 Rockfish Gap Turnpike
Greenwood, VA 22943
telephone: (540) 456-6334
email: info@emmanuelgreenwood.org
9 a.m. – Sunday School and Adult Forum
10 a.m. – Holy Eucharist Worship
+++

Mountain Plain Baptist Church
Dr. Sam Kellum, Pastor
4281 Old Three Notch D Rd,
Charlottesville, VA 22901
www.mountainplain.org
(434) 823-4160

Sunday School: 10 a.m. - Worship Service: 11 a.m.
+++

Tabor Presbyterian Church
Rev. Liz Hume Adam, Pastor
5804 Tabor Street - Crozet, Virginia
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Crozet Today
An Electronic Newspaper saving trees
Crozet Today is a timely news digest for the Greater Crozet
Community. Featuring news items with a Crozet area focus,
it is published weekly on Monday. No issues on national
holidays with special editions posted for important breaking
news. Subscriptions and all submitted content are published
free. This newspaper is supported entirely at the personal
expense of the publisher and free will donations from the
public of $25 or less in each with no more than $400 in any
given year. These free will donations are used to support the
costs of production, website maintenance and fees. They
must be payable to: James Crosby and mailed to 5571
Brookwood Road, Crozet, VA 22932. Crozet Today has no
IRS status or bank account and is my sole property as
publisher. However, as a legitimate newspaper of general
circulation, it has the full protection of the FREEDOM of the
PRESS under the Constitution. It is not a blog and that is an
important legal status.
Submissions are solicited and should be sent electronically
to:
editor@crozettoday.com
Jim Crosby…………….………..Editor & Publisher
Website……………………… http://crozettoday.com
Copyright 2019 - James E. Crosby
All rights reserved with fair use honored with credit.

Blue
Ridge
Fine
Wood
We are a small environmentally friendly forestry
operation in Greenwood with a sawmill, drying shed and
a focus on direct wood sales to local builders and
hobbyists. We sell green and naturally-dried, native
species boards and construction lumber as well as
provide custom milling based on your specific needs.
Our wide selection of lumber is ideal for the smallest
craft projects to large construction operations. The
unique aesthetic qualities of our lumber, including
quarter sawn, live edge, and large slabs, contrasts the
homogeneity in regular store-bought lumber. For pricing
and more, or to discuss your specific project needs,
please visit at:
http://mi3587.wixsite.com/blue-ridge-fine-wood
Contact us via email at: wood@sreva.com

Crozet Today welcomes submissions of anything
you would like to share with your neighbors.
Send them to: editor@crozettoday.com

This week’s weather
report from the
National Weather Service

Today
Rain, mainly before noon, then a chance of showers after noon.
High near 66. Calm wind becoming west 5 to 7 mph in the
afternoon. Chance of precipitation is 80%. New precipitation
amounts of less than a tenth of an inch possible.
Tonight
Partly cloudy, with a low around 47. West wind 5 to 7 mph.
Tuesday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 65. Northwest wind 6 to 13 mph, with
gusts as high as 20 mph.
Tuesday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 44. West wind 5 to 9 mph.
Wednesday
Sunny, with a high near 71. Northwest wind 3 to 7 mph.
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Wednesday Night
A slight chance of showers after 2am. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 52. Chance of precipitation is 20%.
Thursday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 76.
Thursday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 54.
Friday
A chance of showers. Partly sunny, with a high near 79. Chance of
precipitation is 30%.
Friday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 58.
Saturday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 80.
Saturday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 60.
Sunday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 83.
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